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Priska and | came to RCMBC in 2019,
and | started as EM Pastor one year
later, right during the pandemic that
shall not be named :-). As | reflect on
these past five years of ministry,
allow me to share a few things | am
grateful for, things | hope for, and
things | need to watch out for.

I am grateful for God’s grace and
help in life and ministry. Serving God
is a joy and a wonderful privilege,
but not without its challenges, and
so I'm very thankful to be able to
serve alongside a whole lot of
people who are dedicated to Christ
and deep in their thinking of how to
serve Him and His body, the Church.
That includes those who are leading
in Worship, Sunday School, and
Fellowships; that includes the EM
Team; that includes my fellow
pastors and staff, and that also
includes the support | receive from
pastors of our sister churches in the
MB Conference.

In all these groups and ministries, |
have seen some people leave and
others join, but | am so thankful that
those who have left are still involved
in other ministries in our church, or
in another church.

I am also grateful for the way many in
our different congregations interact
with each other, regardless of their
‘home’ congregation; there is a true
sense of being one church and
helping one another where needed.
I'm also grateful to see some of our
youth getting more involved, and of
course, I'm grateful for the interns
I've had the privilege of guiding and
working with over the past few years
and seeing them mature and take on
more responsibilities.

I am hopeful and confident that
God will continue to build His
kingdom and continue to challenge
and stretch us as a church and as
individuals. We have a good “track
record” of people being dedicated to
serve, to persevere when things are
tough, and to do all this with
humility. You are an example to me
and to the larger body of Christ! Bless
you!

Finally, I need to watch out for doing
things God’s way, not our way or the
way that “just seems right” We need
to put prayer front and central. We're
all busy, sometimes distracted, with
family, home, work, leisure, and even
with so-called ministry. But that
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must never be an excuse to not
spend time with God. Doing things
FOR God but not WITH God is not
doing ministry but just spinning the
wheels.

| need to watch out that as a church
we don't ‘coast comfortably’ in our
faith; we need to focus on being true
disciples who follow Jesus, not
people who just subscribe to a set of
beliefs.

| also need to be watchful that, as
great as our community is (for those
who actually HAVE community!),
there are others on the sidelines who
are not connecting on a deeper level.

We all need to move from
attendance to engagement to
involvement.

And lastly, we really need to watch
out for our young people. We need
to invest in them, instruct them, and
involve them; but most of all, we
need to invite them to follow Jesus.
Because our goal is not so they don't
leave the church but so they don't
leave Christ.
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Looking back over the past 29 years,
my heart is filled with gratitude. God
has used Richmond Chinese
Mennonite Brethren Church
(RCMBC) to shape and nurture my
spiritual growth. In May 1996, after
being hired as a child and family
social worker with the BC provincial
government, my husband and |
moved from Winnipeg to Vancouver.
From then on, this church became
my spiritual home. At that time, | was
just stepping into the workforce,
facing a brand-new city and a new
season of life. My heart was both
anxious and full of hope. Looking
back now, | can clearly see that God
had already prepared this spiritual
home for me—an irreplaceable and
precious blessing in my life.

Throughout the years, whether in
times of laughter or tears, on
mountaintops or in valleys, the
church has always been a place
where I've been spiritually nurtured,
equipped, and encouraged. From
Sunday worship, fellowship Bible
studies, and prayer meetings to
serving in Sunday school, God has
patiently molded me, helping me

know Him more deeply and trust
Him more fully.

| am especially thankful that both of
my children were born and raised in
this church. | truly appreciate the
spiritual teaching, pastoral care, and
loving companionship they
received, which laid a strong
foundation for their faith. Now as
adults, they are still walking with the
Lord—a source of great comfort and
thanksgiving for me as a mother.

What touches me even more is
seeing many who were once
teenagers now serving faithfully as
the backbone of various church
ministries. This is a powerful
testimony of joy and hope.

As RCMBC prepares to celebrate its
35th anniversary, | am deeply
thankful for having walked 29 of
those years within this spiritual
home. May we continue to support
one another in the Lord, build up the
church together, and bear witness to
God's grace—now and forever.
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This internship hit different for me.
This was Sharon and I's year-long
dream. Sharon had the time of her
life at VBS last year and she wanted
to intern. She asked me if | wanted to
and at first, | said “absolutely not, I'm
good,” but Sharon never stopped
asking. Christmas card, birthday
card, she asked me every chance she
got. When application season rolled
around, | decided to just apply and
go from there. Sharon was elated
when she found out we were going
to intern together and | was thinking
of one word: stress. Safe to say, a
week into this internship and | knew
it was going to be a blast.

Sharon and | are known to be besties
around the church, but we haven't
always been so close. It was VBS 2024
that brought us closer together in a
way nothing else had. As Sharon and
| developed spiritually together and
planned for VBS and AIA, we came to
realize how alike we are. We are
literally the same person in different
bodies. We have the same thoughts,
same ideas, and mostly the same
experiences, which made the whole
experience smooth sailing.

| came into this internship with one
goal in mind: bring the hype. |
wanted VBS to be a VBS to
remember, | wanted lots of energy,
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and to see countless God loving
souls pouring their hearts into
serving God. It's crazy how much
growth can happen in a year and
how the same job can offer two
completely different experiences.

The two weeks of camp and the
weeks leading up to them felt like a
fever dream, a high that | never want
to come down from, and it went by
way too quickly. The way Sharon and
| agree on things is a “you jump, |
jump, we all jump”kind of way. | was
originally reluctant to lead intro and
outro as | am not a huge fan of being
on stage, but Sharon said “I'll do
whatever you choose to do” and we
did it together. It was definitely a
little out of my comfort zone, but all |
could think about was 6-year old
Jasmine at her first VBS, singing her
heart out to Treasure Island, wanting
so badly to go up on stage, but was
absolutely terrified. Happy to report
that intro and outro was definitely
the highlight of my week.

| loved getting to know the kids
throughout the week; watching
them grow and blossom in such a
short time is truly rewarding. | loved
sitting with them at lunch and
watching them smile as they saved
me a spot for lunch. | saw myself in
those kids. | remembered what it was

like saving a spot for my leader and
having goofy conversations with
them.

But beyond the energy and the fun,
this internship taught me something
deeper. | came in thinking my job
was just to “bring the hype,” but | left
realizing my role was to love well, to
love the kids, my team, and God with
all I had. Sharon and | didn't just plan
things together; we prayed together,
laughed through the stress, and
reminded each other why we were
here. Our friendship grew in ways |
didn’t expect, and | know that was
God’s doing. There were long days
and moments of exhaustion, but
even then, God showed up. Every
smile from a kid, every hug, every
“thank you” reminded me that He
was at work in the small things.

Looking back, I'll never forget the
way the kids lit up during intro and
outro, or the way Sharon and |
finished each other's sentences
when the other lost their voice. If I've
learned anything, it’s that God’s love
shines brightest in the little
moments, whether it's sharing a
laugh at lunch, encouraging others,
or stepping out of comfort zones.
Those small things added up to one
of the most meaningful experiences

of my life. P——



I've learned that being a Christian
means much more than simply
putting your faith in God and
showing up to church. It's about
living out my faith daily, whether I'm
at school or at church. It means
demonstrating my faith everywhere
| go—through my words, my actions,
and the way | treat others.

I've learned the importance of being
ready to step up as a leader and
being ready for any situation that
arises. Leadership requires

adaptability, flexibility, responsibility
and courage-all skills I've refined
through this internship. | learned
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that leadership is much more than
just having a loud voice and being
somewhat patient.

I've learned that kids have great
memory and are observing
everything that is going on.
Therefore, it is important to be
mindful of how we leaders carry
ourselves around children. Anything
small can be picked up and adopted
by the children within moments. This
makes it vital to model the kind of
behavior, kindness, and faith we
hope to see in them.

Interning this year has done
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substantial things for my growth
both as an individual and a leader. It
has pushed me to reflect on my walk
with God and to seriously consider
what role He takes on in my life. This
experience acted as stepping stone;
Not only has my relationship with
God deepened, but I've also been
challenged and encouraged in new
ways. Throughout this summer, | was
able to refine life-long beneficial
skills, develop a stronger
understanding of God, serve my
church community, gain valuable
friendships, and have a lot of fun
along the way.
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‘Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise;

Give thanks to him and praise his
name! (Psalm 100:4)

It's hard to believe that my spiritual
journey in RCMBC has spanned over
three decades—transforming from a
young mother with two toddlers to a
grandmother of a five-month-old.
This faith community has filled my

life with amazing L..FE.: Love,
Inspiration, Faith, and
Empowerment.

LOVE

Mastering the art of being a loving
and caring giver is a challenging
journey that requires sincerity,
sensitivity, and selflessness. Learning
to be a grateful recipient of love and
care involves practicing humility,
honesty, and hope. My years in
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RCMBC have allowed me to imitate
Jesus Christ by extending love to
everyone, from infants to the elderly.
The faith community also brings me
joy through the love and care of its
diverse members.

INSPIRATION

Throughout my 35 years in RCMBC,
under the leadership of various
pastors, | have been blessed with
encouragement and inspiration to
grow spiritually as a mature follower
of Christ. This guidance has led me to
pursue biblical truths and teachings
from seminaries. These studies
enrich my mind, ignite my passion,
and drive my service to witness His
glory.

FAITH
The shared belief in RCMBC unites
and strengthens our bonds—with
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God, with one another, and within
ourselves. This community helps me
practice the essence of faith:
Forsaking All, | Trust Him. It is our
spiritual family that enables me to
witness the presence, power, and
promises of the Lord, whom we
believe in and trust.

EMPOWERMENT
Throughout these years in RCMBC, |
have been blessed with the

empowerment to serve in various
ministries, uplift one another, and
pray for each other’s needs. | am
grateful for the opportunities that
have allowed me to learn how to
grow, love to give, and live to
glow—not by my own strength, but
by the grace of God, the presence of
Christ, and the power of the Holy
Spirit.
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Sichan Chuong

- A Testimony from a Grateful
Member

| still remember the day we moved
from Winnipeg to Vancouver in 1996.
My wife had just completed her
studies, and by God'’s grace, she was
offered a position as a social worker
with the provincial government in
Vancouver — and so, we decided to
make the big move.

Before we left Winnipeg, we heard
about Richmond Chinese MB Church
through some university students
from UBC who had attended our
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church in Winnipeg. They told us
that, prior to moving to Winnipeg,
they had been part of the RCMBC
Church, and they encouraged us: “If
you ever move to Vancouver, be sure
to visit RCMBC!

So we did — and by God'’s leading,
we've been attending ever since.

We love this church deeply. It has
become our spiritual home. When
we first arrived in Richmond, it was
just the two of us. Now, many years
later, we are a family of four. Both of
our adult children were born and
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raised in this church. We have shared
countless precious memories, grown
spiritually, and been surrounded by
love and support through every
season.

God has blessed us richly and
abundantly through RCMBC, and it is
our sincere hope that we will
continue to serve and worship here
for as long as we live in Richmond.
This church is more than just a place
we attend — it's a place where we
belong, a place where God'’s love has
deeply rooted our family.



